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Freehold Borough School District 

District Mission 

We will inspire the creativity and imagination of all students and empower them as 

knowledgeable, skillful, and confident learners who flourish and contribute willingly in a 

changing world. 

Core Beliefs 

We believe that: 

 All people have inherent worth. 

 Life-long learning is basic to the survival and advancement of society. 

 The primary influence on the individual's development is the family in all its forms. 

 Valuing diversity is essential to individual growth and the advancement of society. 

 All individuals have strengths and human potential has no known limits. 

 Democracy thrives when individuals accept responsibility for their choices. 

 Being trustworthy builds trust. 

 Creativity and imagination are essential for society to flourish. 

 A safe environment is essential for the well-being of the individual and for society to 

flourish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Freehold Borough School District 

Philosophy 

The philosophy for our curriculum is developed with a democratic system of beliefs and values.  

Believing that our students deserve the best education, our curriculum is aligned to the most 

current New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards and current statewide assessments.  Our 

scope and sequence is vertically and horizontally aligned.  The progression of objectives 

embraces decades of rigorous research, conducted both independently and at the university level, 

and acknowledges that children develop differently and that learning experiences and strategies 

for performance are differentiated.  Our borough is a diverse community, rich in tradition and 

spirit.  Knowledge is a fusion balancing authentic experience and content, which language arts 

literacy skills are integrated with other content areas.  Our curriculum contains common 

expectations that are rigorous and student centered, and teachers, who are most proximal to the 

children, will use this document as an instrument to ensure student success. 

To ensure that our children are successful and receive the best education, this curriculum 

document, our staff will continuously collaborate on this living document.  We will develop 

purposeful and effective formative and summative assessments which measure growth of our 

curriculum and inform our instruction.  Finally, we will continuously seek to grow professionally 

through professional development, which is aligned to statewide regulations, but specifically 

geared to benefit our curriculum, school, and children. 

General Curriculum & Instruction Objectives 

 Teachers will employ lessons that are aligned to our curriculum and framed utilizing 

current research-based methods and techniques that focus on student achievement 

 Our lessons will be structured according to statewide and district standards and our 

teachers will have flexibility to ensure that lessons meet the needs of all learners 

 Units and lessons will be differentiated  

 Curriculum is be student focused on success and balances developmental theory and 

psychometric standards 

 Democratically developed benchmarks and assessments will be utilized to gauge student 

and curricular growth.  Assessment will be multidimensional and developed according to 

student need. 
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Pacing Guide (Scope & Sequence – M43, M44) 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

Early Life East and West Connections Across Continents Colonial Life in North America American Revolution 

 Dividing the United States into regions makes it 

easier to study our country’s geography. 

 An elevation map shows the height of the land 

above sea level and helps people compare 

different places on Earth. 

 People reached the Americas from Asia and began 

to settle throughout North and South America. 

 Early cultures developed in different parts of 

North America. 

 Powerful civilizations developed and spread in 

Mexico, Central America, and South America 

 People of the Eastern Woodlands developed a 

variety of cultures based on hunting and farming. 

 People of the Great Plains adapted their cultures to 

the introduction of the horse. 

 The need for water affected the cultures developed 

by the people of the Southwest. 

 People of the Northwest Coast developed cultures 

based on the region’s natural resources. 

 The desire for trade led people of Asia and Europe 

to travel and build stronger ties to people of other 

continents. 

 Beginning more than one thousand years ago, rich 

trading kingdoms developed in West Africa. 

 In the 1400s European explorers developed sea 

routes to Africa and Asia. 

 Columbus’s voyage led to 

European settlement of the 

Americas and an exchange of 

people, animals, goods, and 

ways of life between East and 

West. 

 Spanish conquistadors 

established new colonies in 

North America and South 

America. 

 Spain gained great wealth 

from the settlement and 

growth of New Spain. 

 England founded Jamestown, 

the first permanent English 

settlement in North America, 

in 1607. 

 The search for a Northwest 

Passage led to the founding of 

French and Dutch colonies in 

North America. 

 In search of religious freedom, 

English settlers established 

colonies in New England. 

 By 1733 the English had 

established 13 colonies along 

the east coast of North 

America. 

 People in the 13 Colonies 

produces a wide variety of 

goods and developed thriving 

trade routes. 

 The 13 Colonies had big cities, 

small towns, and farms of all 

sizes. 

 Going to school, attending 

religious services, and reading 

for news and entertainment 

were important parts of 

everyday life in the colonies. 

 Slavery expanded rapidly in 

the English colonies during the 

1700s, especially in the 

Southern Colonies. 

 During the 1500s and 1600s, 

New Spain expanded by 

establishing colonies in 

Florida and New Mexico. 

 French exploration of 

Mississippi River led to new 

French colonies in North 

America. 

 In the French and Indian War, 

the British, French, and Native 

Americas fought for control of 

a large part of North America. 

 British taxes led to 

greater cooperation 

among the colonies. 

 Events in Boston 

brought Britain and the 

colonies closer to war. 

 The American 

Revolution began with 

the battles at Lexington 

and Concord. 

 The American colonies 

declared independence 

from Britain in July 

1776. 

 The contributions of a 

wide variety of people 

helped the Continental 

Army win important 

battles. 

 With help from France 

and Spain, the 

Continental Army won 

the American 

Revolution. 
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Content Guide 
 

SUBJECT 

Grade 2 

Unit Title: Rules, Laws, and the Community Suggested Timeline 

First marking period 

Suggested Duration 

7-10 days 

 

 

Big Ideas 

 How do people within the community work together to make it work? 

 What makes communities different from one another? 

 What does good citizenship look like? 

 Why do we need rules and laws? 

 Where do our communities exist within maps?  

 How is a state different from a country?  

 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World 

 

All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American 

heritage.  Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, 

national, and global communities.  

Strand B: Geography, People, and the Environment  

Strand D: History, Culture, and Perspectives 

 

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21
st
 Century 

 

All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the 

challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world.  

Strand A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights 

 

 

Student Learning Objectives 

 

 Identify ways that people 

Standards Addressed 

6.1.A.B.10 

Urban areas, 

Suggested Student Experiences 

Activities 

 As a class, have students create a 

Suggested Resources / Materials 

Words to introduce:  
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work together, both in 

communities and 

classroom communities.  

 Explain why rules and 

laws are important and 

how they are 

made/changed.  

 Identify the 

characteristics of a good 

citizen.   

 Draw maps to show what 

their neighborhood looks 

like.   

 Locate their community 

and state on a map.  

 Identify state and 

national symbols.  

 State their address, 

giving street, city, and 

state.  

 Compare and contrast 

rural, urban, and 

suburban communities.  

 Identify the state and 

country they live in.   

 Understand that our 

homes are part of a 

neighborhood, which are 

part of a community, 

which are part of a state, 

which are part of a 

country.  

 Name and locate the 

seven continents on a 

map.  

worldwide, share 

common physical 

characteristics, but may 

also have cultural 

differences.  

 

6.1.D.10 

Personal, family, and 

community history is a 

source of information 

for individuals about 

the people and places 

around them.  

 

6.3.4.A.1 

Evaluate what makes a 

good law.  

 

 

neighborhood/community.  They may use 

downtown Freehold Borough as a model. 

What laws will they create for their 

community? 

 Have students create a map of their 

homes/bedrooms.  Students will create a map 

key to help others identify the markings on 

their maps.  

 Find a map of New Jersey and project it onto 

the whiteboard/smartboard.  Have students 

locate Freehold Borough, as well as any other 

towns they have visited.  

 Students can research the different state 

symbols and state flags of our country.   

 Have students name and locate the seven 

continents and four oceans.  Students can 

draw an arrow/picture to show which 

continent they live on.  

 Complete a VENN diagram to 

compare/contrast rural, urban, and suburban 

communities.  

 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Writing 

Have students write reports on different states.  They 

can include the state capital and national symbol.   

 

Technology 

Have students research the different states.  What are 

their symbols? What do their flags look like?  

 

Art 

Have students create a picture of a 

community/neighborhood. TE p. 23a 

 

 law 

 vote 

 community 

 history 

 urban 

 suburban 

 rural 

 compass rose 

 map 

 cardinal directions 

 states 

 capital 

 country 

 

Scott Foresman, People and Places, Student Workbook 

pages 2-11. 

 

Resources 

 http://www.brainpopjr.com/socialstudies 

 

 

Books 

Communities 

 What is a community from A-Z? by Bobbie 

Kalman 

 Living in urban communities by Kristin 

Sterling 

 Living in suburban communities by Kristin 

Sterling 

 Living in rural communities by Kristin Sterling 

 Who’s Who in a Suburban Community? by 

Jake Miller 

 Who’s Who in a Rural Community? By Jake 

http://www.brainpopjr.com/socialstudies
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Assessments 

 Formal assessment (chapter tests, quizzes) 

 Informal assessments (teacher observations, 

participation, extension activities)  

Miller 

 Who’s Who in an Urban Community? By Jake 

Miller 

 City Mouse/Country Mouse 

US History/Geography 

 The United States of America: A State by State 

Guide by Millie Miller 

 Smart about the Fifty States (Smart about 

History) by Susan Saunders, et al 

 National Geographic our Fifty States by Mark 

H. Bockenhauer 

 The Little Man in the Map: With Clues to 

Remember All 50 States by Andrew Martonyi 

 Explore Earth’s Seven Continents by Bobbie 

Kalman 

 Around the World Art and Activities: Visiting 

the 7 Continents Through Craft Fun by Judy 

Press 

 Beginning Geography: Continents and Oceans 

by Evan-Moor Educational Publisher 

 

SUBJECT 

Grade 2 

Unit Title: Global and Cultural Awareness Suggested Timeline 

First marking period 

Suggested Duration 

7-10 days 

Big Ideas 

 What are landforms and bodies of water? Where are they on a map? 

 How are families of different communities similar and different? 

 What are natural resources? Why do we need them?  

 What are ways in which we can conserve our natural resources?  

 How did the Native Americans live long ago?  What resources did they use?  

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World 

 

All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American 

heritage.  Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, 



Freehold Borough School District 
Social Studies – Grade 2     

       9 

and global communities.  

Strand B: Geography, People, and the Environment  

Strand D: History, Culture, and Perspectives 

 

6.2 World History/Global Studies  

All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across 

time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

 

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21
st
 Century 

 

All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the 

challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world.  

Strand A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights 

 

 

Student Learning 

Objectives 

 Compare and 

contrast how 

families from 

different 

cultures/areas are 

similar and 

different.  

 Define landforms 

and bodies of 

water.  

 Locate major 

landforms and 

bodies of water on 

a map.  

 Define natural 

resources.  

 Describe ways in 

which we use 

natural resources.  

Standards 

Addressed 

6.1.A.B.10 

Urban areas, 

worldwide, share 

common physical 

characteristics, but 

may also have 

cultural 

differences.  

 

6.1.D.10 

Personal, family, 

and community 

history is a source 

of information for 

individuals about 

the people and 

places around 

them.  

 

Suggested Student Experiences 

Activities 

 Complete VENN diagrams to 

compare/contrast . 

 Project a map of the world onto the 

whiteboard/smartboard.  Have 

students find the major landforms 

and bodies of water.  

 Have students create a T-chart to 

show how we are producers and how 

we are consumers.  

 Have students create a list of items 

they use on a daily basis that come 

from natural resources.  

 Create a booklet to celebrate 

Hispanic Heritage month.  

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Art 

Have students draw pictures to depict life in 

urban, rural, and suburban settings. TE p. 23a 

Suggested Resources / Materials 

Words to introduce:  

 Geography 

 Landform 

 Ancestor 

 Producer 

 Consumer 

 Natural resource 

 Crop 

 Conservation 

 

Resources 

Hispanic Heritage Month Resources 

 http://holidays.mrdonn.org/powerpoints/hispanic-heritage-

month.html 

 http://www.timeforkids.com/news/celebrating-hispanic-

heritage/13261 

 http://www.factmonster.com/spot/hhm1.html 

http://holidays.mrdonn.org/powerpoints/hispanic-heritage-month.html
http://holidays.mrdonn.org/powerpoints/hispanic-heritage-month.html
http://www.timeforkids.com/news/celebrating-hispanic-heritage/13261
http://www.timeforkids.com/news/celebrating-hispanic-heritage/13261
http://www.factmonster.com/spot/hhm1.html
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 Explain ways 

people can 

conserve natural 

resources.  

 Identify different 

Hispanic cultures in 

celebration of 

Hispanic heritage 

month.  

 Compare and 

contrast Hispanic 

cultures.  

 Understand why 

Hispanic Heritage 

month is 

celebrated.  

 

6.3.4.A.1 

Evaluate what 

makes a good law.  

 

 

 

Writing 

Students can write a letter to a friend 

describing what life is like in their area.  They 

may choose to depict rural life, suburban life, 

or urban life.  TE p.26 

 

Students can write a letter to their classmates 

telling them how conservation can help our 

environment.   

 

History 

Have students talk to their grandparents to 

find out what kinds of tools and machines 

they used to produce food (farms, gardening, 

etc…).   

 

Math 

Have students create math problems for the 

addition and subtraction of U.S. States. TE 

p.33 

Literature 

Read alouds about the City and the Country: 

The Last Dragon by Susan Miho Nunes et al; 

My Grandmother’s the Mayor: A story for 

children about community and pride by 

Marjorie White. TE p. 43  

Assessments 

 Formal assessment (chapter tests, 

quizzes)  

 Informal assessments (teacher 

observations, participation, 

extension activities) 

 http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson/lesson203.shtml 

 

Urban, Rural, and Suburban Life 

 Brain Pop Jr. Video 

 http://www.eduplace.com/ 

 

Natural Resources 

 http://www.neok12.com/Natural-Resources.htm 

 http://www.zoodles.com/free-online-kids-games/e-learning-for-

kids_natural-resources 

 http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/games/actiongames/recycle

-roundup/ 

 

 

Books:  

Geography/Map Skills 

 Beginning Geography: Continents and Oceans by Evan-Moor 

Educational Publisher 

 Around the World Art and Activities: Visiting the 7 Continents 

Through Craft Fun by Judy Press 

Cultural Awareness 

 Shades of People by Shelley Rottner 

 Children Just Like Me: A Unique Celebration of Children Around 

the World by Anabel Kindersley  

 The Kids’ Multicultural Art Book: Art and Craft Experiences From 

Around the World by Alexandra M. Terzian 

 http://www.mrsmimiteaches.com/picture-books-to-use-during-

hispanic-heritage-month 

Natural Resources 

 Earth’s Natural Resources by Amy Bauman 

 Keeping Our Earth Green by Castaldo 

 
 
 

http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson/lesson203.shtml
http://www.eduplace.com/
http://www.neok12.com/Natural-Resources.htm
http://www.zoodles.com/free-online-kids-games/e-learning-for-kids_natural-resources
http://www.zoodles.com/free-online-kids-games/e-learning-for-kids_natural-resources
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/games/actiongames/recycle-roundup/
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/games/actiongames/recycle-roundup/
http://www.mrsmimiteaches.com/picture-books-to-use-during-hispanic-heritage-month
http://www.mrsmimiteaches.com/picture-books-to-use-during-hispanic-heritage-month
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SUBJECT 

Grade 2 

Unit Title: Working Together Within Communities Suggested Timeline 

First marking period 

Suggested Duration 

7-10 days 

Big Ideas 

 What services do people provide within communities? 

 What are goods and services? 

 What is a tax? 

 How are people producers and consumers? 

 How do countries trade goods? 

 How can we manage our money? 

Standards 

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21
st
 Century 

 

All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the 

challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world.  

Strand A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights 

 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World 

 

All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American 

heritage.  Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, 

and global communities.  

Strand B: Geography, People, and the Environment  

Strand D: History, Culture, and Perspectives 

Student Learning Objectives 

 Define goods and 

services.  

 Explain how people 

earn, spend, and save 

money.  

 Identify people who 

provide services to our 

community.  

 List how people are 

producers and 

Standards Addressed 

6.3.4.A.1 

Evaluate what makes a 

good law.  

 

6.1.A.B.10 

Urban areas, 

worldwide, share 

common physical 

characteristics, but 

may also have cultural 

Suggested Student Experiences 

Activities 

 Have students create a list of services 

that are provided in their communities.  

How do these services help people? 

 Have students share how they earn, 

save, and spend money.   

 Have students create a sequence chart 

to show how items are created in a 

factory.  

 

Suggested Resources / Materials 

Words to introduce: 

 Income 

 Goods 

 Services 

 Tax 

 Factory 

 Trade 

 Transportation 
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consumers.  

 Explain the purpose of 

a bank.  

 Read a pie chart.  

 Use a compass rose.  

differences.  

 

6.1.D.10 

Personal, family, and 

community history is a 

source of information 

for individuals about 

the people and places 

around them.  

 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Math 

Count the Cash.  TE p. 128 

Is the Price Right? TE p.109 

Make a bar graph. TE p. 137 

 

Writing 

Have students write an essay on the important 

service workers in their communities. How do 

they make our lives better?  

 

Have students make a job booklet. TE p. 111a 

 

Word pictures. TE p. 111a 

 

Art 

Students can illustrate the service workers in 

their communities.  

Assessments 

 Formal assessment (chapter tests, 

quizzes) 

 Informal assessments (teacher 

observations, participation, extension 

activities) 

 Barter 

 Producers 

 Consumers 

 Bank 

 Compass rose 

 Route 

 

Resources: 

Goods & Services/Banking  

 Brainpop Jr. has a video on goods and services 

 Discovery Education has several videos on spending 

money/banking 

 http://www.practicalmoneyskills.com/games/ 

 http://www.countrybankforkids.com/kids.htm 

Service Jobs 

 http://www.teachervision.fen.com/careers/teacher-

resources/6637.html 

 

Books: 

Goods and Services/Banking 

 Goods and Services by Gillian Houghton  

 How Banks Work by Gillian Houghton  

 Where Do We Keep Money? By Jennifer Larson  

 My First Trip To The Bank by Katie Kawa 

 In the Money: A Book About Banking by Nancy Loewen 

and Brad Fitzpatrick  

Service Jobs 

 Community Helpers from A to Z by Bobbie Kalman 

 A Day in the Life of a Police Officer by Heather 

Adamson  

 A Day in the Life of a Construction Worker by Heather 

Adamson 

 A Day in the Life of a Veterinarian by Heather Adamson 

http://www.practicalmoneyskills.com/games/
http://www.countrybankforkids.com/kids.htm
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/careers/teacher-resources/6637.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/careers/teacher-resources/6637.html
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SUBJECT 

Grade 2 

Unit Title: Our Country Today Suggested Timeline 

___ 

Suggested Duration 

10-12 days 

Big Ideas 

 What is local government? 

 What is state government? 

 What is federal government? 

 How do we vote for leaders? 

 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World - All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and 

the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as 

productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

     Strand - A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights 

 

Student Learning 

Objectives 

 Students will be 

able to identify the 

functions of 

government 

 Students will be 

able to compare the 

roles of public 

officials 

 Students will be 

able to identify 

characteristics of 

good citizenship 

 Students will be 

able to describe how 

governments 

establish order, 

provide security, 

and manage conflict 

 Students will be 

Standards 

Addressed 

6.1.4.A.1 

Explain how rules 

and laws created by 

community, state, 

and national 

governments protect 

the rights of people, 

help resolve 

conflicts, and 

promote the 

common good. 

 

6.1.4.A.2 

Explain how 

fundamental rights 

guaranteed by the 

United States 

Constitution and the 

Bill of Rights (i.e., 

Suggested Student Experiences 

Activities 

 In the Mayor’s Chair – TE page 

154a 

 ESL support Graphic – TE page 

155 

 Curriculum Connection – Drama – 

TE page 157 

 Writing Activity – TE pg. 159 

 Hands On Activities – 

Writing/Vocabulary, Our Town, 

Traffic Tallies – TE pg. 159a 

 Extend Language – TE pg. 161 

 Social Studies Background – TE 

pg. 163 

 Hands On Activities TE pg. 165a 

 Build Background Activity – The 

President’s Job – pg. 166a 

 ESL support activity – TE pg. 169 

Suggested Resources / Materials 

Vocabulary 

 Government  

 Mayor 

 Citizen 

 Governor 

 Congress 

 President 

 Freedom 

 Motto 

 Monument 

 

Books 

 The Ballot Box Battle by Emily Arnold McCully 

 Hooray for the Fourth of July by Wendy Waston 

 Our Elections by Richard Steins 

 It Happened in the White House: Extraordinary Tales from 

America’s Most Famous Home by Kathleen Karr  
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able to use tables to 

categorize 

information 

 Students will be 

able to identify 

select patriotic 

songs, symbols, and 

mottoes 

 Students will be 

able to identify 

ways public 

officials are 

selected, including 

elections and 

appointment to 

office 

 Students will be 

able to describe the 

United States as a 

country that votes 

for its leaders and 

lawmakers 

 Students will be 

able to identify 

congress as our 

present day 

representative body 

 Students will be 

able to identify 

buildings statues 

and monuments 

associated with 

national history 

freedom of 

expression, freedom 

of religion, the right 

to vote, and the right 

to due process) 

contribute to the 

continuation and 

improvement of 

American 

democracy. 

 

6.1.4.A.3 

Determine how 

“fairness,” 

“equality,” and the “ 

common good” have 

influenced change at 

the local and 

national levels of 

United States 

government. 

 

6.1.4.A.4 

Explain how the 

United States 

government is 

organized and how 

the United States 

Constitution defines 

and limits the power 

of government. 

 

6.1.4.A.5 

Distinguish the roles 

and responsibilities 

of the three 

branches of the 

national 

government. 

 Hands On Activities – TE page 

171a 

 Drama – Curriculum Connection – 

TE pg. 177 

 Art – Curriculum Connection – TE 

pg. 179 

 Hand On Activities – TE pg 179a 

 Make a “Me” Flag – TE pg. 180a 

 Practice and Extend – History – 

TE pg. 182 

 Art – Curriculum Connection – pg. 

187 

 Hands On Activities – TE pg. 187a 

 Music – Curriculum Connection – 

TE pg. 189 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 Curriculum Connection: Writing – 

TE pgs. 159, 163, 165a, 171, 179a, 

187a 

 

Read Aloud/Independent Reading 

Connections 

 The Ballot Box Battle by Emily 

Arnold McCully 

 Hooray for the Fourth of July by 

Wendy Waston 

 Our Elections by Richard Steins 

 It Happened in the White House: 

Extraordinary Tales from 

America’s Most Famous Home by 

Kathleen Karr  

 Uncle Sam & Old Glory: Symbols 

of America by Delno C. West 

 

Assessments 

 Uncle Sam & Old Glory: Symbols of America by Delno C. West 

 

Websites 

 Brainpop Jr. 

 http://www.state.nj.us/hangout_nj/ 

 http://kids.usa.gov/ 

 http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/fil/pages/listthe50sju.html 

 http://bensguide.gpo.gov/k-2/index.html 

 http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/subjects/uspresidents.htm 

 http://www.kidsgeo.com/geography-games/united-states-america-

map-game.php 

 

http://www.state.nj.us/hangout_nj/
http://kids.usa.gov/
http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/fil/pages/listthe50sju.html
http://bensguide.gpo.gov/k-2/index.html
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/subjects/uspresidents.htm
http://www.kidsgeo.com/geography-games/united-states-america-map-game.php
http://www.kidsgeo.com/geography-games/united-states-america-map-game.php
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6.1.4.A.6 

Explain how 

national and state 

governments share 

power in the federal 

system of 

government. 

 

6.1.4.A.7 

Explain how the 

United States 

functions as a 

representative 

democracy, and 

describe the roles of 

elected 

representatives and 

how they interact 

with citizens at 

local, state, and 

national levels. 

 

 

 

 

 What did you learn? Checkpoints 

 Unit Review: Write and Share 

 Unit 4 Test 

 Scaffolded Questions 

 Close and Assess questions 

 Workbook pages 36 – 47 

 

 
 

SUBJECT 

Grade 2 

Unit Title: Our Country Long Ago Suggested Timeline 

___ 

Suggested Duration 

10-12 days 

Big Ideas 

 The First Americans 

 Colonies 

 Thirteen Colonies, One Country 

 Our Country Grows 

 Remembering Great Americans 
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Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World - All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and 

the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as 

productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

     Strand - A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights 

                    B. Geography, People, and the Environment 

                    C. Economics, Innovation, and Technology 

Student Learning 

Objectives 

 Students will be 

able to compare 

Native American 

cultures from 

different regions 

and times 

 Students will be 

able to explain 

ways climate, 

location, and 

physical 

surroundings affect 

the way people live 

 Students will be 

able to explain how 

people have 

influenced local 

community history 

 Students will be 

able to identify 

significant aspects 

of the lives and 

accomplishments of 

selected historical 

figures 

 Students will be 

able to explain that 

English colonists 

and Native 

American 

Standards 

Addressed 

6.1.4.A.9 

Compare and 

contrast responses of 

individuals and 

groups, past and 

present, to violations 

of fundamental 

rights. 

 

6.1.4.B.2 

Use physical and 

political maps to 

explain how the 

location and spatial 

relationship of 

places in New 

Jersey, the United 

States, and other 

areas, worldwide, 

have contributed to 

cultural diffusion 

and economic 

interdependence. 

 

6.1.4.B.4 

Describe how 

landforms, climate 

and weather, and 

availability of 

Suggested Student Experiences 

Activities 

 BrainPop Jr. videos, lessons, 

activities 

 Leveled Practice – Vocabulary – 

TE pg 198 

 Create a KWL chart 

 Create a Venn Diagram to compare 

past and present 

 Home Sweet Home activity 

 ESL Support Activity TE pg 204 

 Curriculum Connention Writing, 

TE pg 207 

 Hands On Activities pg 209a 

 Living in a New Land, TE pg. 210a 

 ESL Support – TE pg. 212 

 Curriculum Connection – Reading 

– TE pg. 215 

 Hands On Activities – TE pg. 215a 

 Freedom Banners  - TE pg 216a 

 ESL support – page 217 

 Curriculum Connection – Art – TE 

pg. 218 

 Hands on Activities TE pg 221 

 From Sea to Sea – TE pg 222a 

 Geography Activity – TE page 225 

 Curriculum Connection – Math – 

TE pg. 226 

Suggested Resources / Materials 

Vocabulary 

 Shelter  

 Tradition 

 Explorer 

 Colony 

 Colonist 

 Independence 

 Pioneer 

 

Books 

 I Have Heard of a Land by Joyce Carol 

 Minty: A Story of Young Harriet Tubman 

 New Hope by Henri Sorensen 

 Pueblo Storyteller by Diane Hoyt-Goldsmith 

 Thunder from the Clear Sky by Marcia Sewall 

 Seaman: The Dog Who Explored the West with Lewis and Clark 

Websites 

 http://www.native-languages.org/kids.htm 

 Brainpop Jr. 

 http://www.state.nj.us/hangout_nj/ 

 http://kids.usa.gov/ 

 http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/fil/pages/listthe50sju.html 

 http://bensguide.gpo.gov/k-2/index.html 

 http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/subjects/uspresidents.htm 

 http://www.kidsgeo.com/geography-games/united-states-america-

http://www.native-languages.org/kids.htm
http://www.state.nj.us/hangout_nj/
http://kids.usa.gov/
http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/fil/pages/listthe50sju.html
http://bensguide.gpo.gov/k-2/index.html
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/subjects/uspresidents.htm
http://www.kidsgeo.com/geography-games/united-states-america-map-game.php
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populations traded 

goods 

 Students will be 

able to identify the 

types of goods that 

were traded and 

describe how trade 

changed the way 

Native Americans 

lived 

 Students will be 

able to describe 

how weather 

patterns, natural 

resources, seasonal 

patterns, and 

natural hazards 

affect activities and 

settlement patterns 

 Students will be 

able to explain the 

significance of 

events honored in 

commemorative 

holidays, such as 

Thanksgiving 

 Students will be 

able to explain the 

significance of 

national 

celebrations, such 

as Independence 

Day 

 Students will be 

able to identify 

historic figures who 

have exemplified 

good citizenship 

and influenced the 

nation 

resources have 

impacted where and 

how people live and 

work in different 

regions of New 

Jersey and the 

United States. 

 

6.1.4.B.7 

Explain why some 

locations in New 

Jersey and the 

United States are 

more suited for 

settlement than 

others. 

 

 

6.1.4.C.15 

Describe how the 

development of 

different 

transportation 

systems impacted 

the economies of 

New Jersey and the 

United States. 

 

6.1.4.C.17 

Determine the role 

of science and 

technology in the 

transition from an 

agricultural society 

to an industrial 

society, and then to 

the information age. 

 

 

 Hands on Activities – 229a 

 What do you know? Activity – TE 

pg. 230a 

 Curriculum Connection – Math – 

TE pg. 232 

 Curriculum Connection – TE pg 

234 

 Hands On Activities – TE pg. 235a 

 An American History Scrapbook – 

TE pg 236a 

 Unit 5 Project – Interview – TE pg. 

242 

 Famous American Biography Book 

Report, Graphic Organzer, or 

Poster Project – Take Home 

Assignment 

 Small Group Research Project – 

topics – colony, famous American, 

Venn Diagram comparing past and 

present 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Possible Read Alouds/Independent Reading 

 I Have Heard of a Land by Joyce 

Carol 

 Minty: A Story of Young Harriet 

Tubman 

 New Hope by Henri Sorensen 

 Pueblo Storyteller by Diane Hoyt-

Goldsmith 

 Thunder from the Clear Sky by 

Marcia Sewall 

 Seaman: The Dog Who Explored 

the West with Lewis and Clark 

Math Activity – TE page 201  

map-game.php 

 http://www.americaslibrary.gov/aa/index.php 

 http://www.partsgeek.com/parts/famous_us_landmarks.html 

 http://www.educationalsynthesis.org/famamer/ 

http://www.americaslibrary.gov/aa/index.php
http://www.partsgeek.com/parts/famous_us_landmarks.html
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 Students will be 

able to create and 

interpret a timeline 

 Students will be 

able to explain how 

science and 

technology have 

changed 

transportation 

 

Assessments 

 What did you learn? Checkpoints 

 Unit Review 

 Unit 5 Test, Assessment Book, 

pg17-20 

 Hangs on Activities 

 Writing/Journal Assignments 

 Workbook pg. 48-59 

 

 

 

SUBJECT 

Grade 2 

Unit Title: Geography Skills and the Environment  Suggested Timeline 

___ 

Suggested Duration 

10-12 days 

Big Ideas 

Geography 

 Location 

 Place 

 Movement 

 Places and People Change Each Other 

 Region 

 The Environment 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World - All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and 

the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as 

productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

     Strand - B. Geography, People, and the Environment 

 

 

Student Learning 

Objectives 

 Compare and 

contrast 

information 

Standards 

Addressed 

6.1.4.B.1 

Compare and 

contrast 

Suggested Student Experiences 

Activities 

 Social Studies Background Activity – TE pg. H16 

 Curriculum Connection – Art – TE pg. H17 

Suggested Resources / Materials 

 Primary Big Book Atlas 

 Outline Maps 

 Desk Maps 
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that can be 

found on 

different 

types of 

maps, and 

determine 

when the 

information 

may be 

useful. 

 

 Describe 

how 

landforms, 

climate and 

weather, and 

availability 

of resources 

have 

impacted 

where and 

how people 

live and work 

in different 

regions of 

New Jersey 

and the 

United States 

 

 Compare 

ways people 

choose to use 

and divide 

natural 

resources. 

 

 Relate 

advances in 

science and 

technology to 

information 

that can be 

found on 

different types 

of maps, and 

determine 

when the 

information 

may be 

useful. 

 

6.1.4.B.4 

Describe how 

landforms, 

climate and 

weather, and 

availability of 

resources 

have impacted 

where and 

how people 

live and work 

in different 

regions of 

New Jersey 

and the 

United States 

 

6.1.4.B.8 

Compare 

ways people 

choose to use 

and divide 

natural 

resources. 

 

6.1.4.B.9 

Relate 

advances in 

science and 

 Background Activity – TE pg. H18 

 Curriculum Connection – Math - TE pg. H19 

 Geography – Movement – TE pg. H23 

 Curriculum Connection – Science – TE pg. H24 

 Curriculum Connection – Art – H25 

 Background – History Map – TE pg. H26 

 Off to See the World - 

http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/preview.cgi?LPid=16

256 

 http://www.kidsgeo.com/geography-games/ 

 http://pinterest.com/debchitwood/kids-geography-

activities/ 

 http://www.notimeforflashcards.com/2012/04/20-

earth-day-crafts-activities-for-kids.html 

 BrainPop Jr. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Curriculum Connection – Art – TE pg. H17 

Curriculum Connection – Math - TE pg. H19 

 

Possible Read Alouds/Independent Reading 

 Exploring the United States With the Five Themes of 

Geography (Library of the Western Hemisphere) by 

Nancy Golden 

 Bloomin' Rainforests (Horrible Geography) by Anita 

Ganeri 

 100 Things You Should Know About Planet Earth by 

Peter D. Riley 

 National Geographic Our World: A Child's First 

Picture Atlas by National Geographic Society 

 Raging Rivers (Horrible Geography) by Anita Ganeri 

 Desperate Deserts (Horrible Geography) by Anita 

Ganeri 

 Odious Oceans (Horrible Geography) by Anita 

Ganeri 

 America Is... by Louise Borden and Stacey Schuett 

 Map Resources CD-ROM 

Vocabulary 

 Location 

 Place 

 Movement 

 Region 

 Earth 

 Continent 

 Ocean 

 Model 

 Globe 

 Symbol 

 Map Key 

 Boundary 

 Country 

 Scale 

Books 

 Exploring the United States With the Five Themes of 

Geography (Library of the Western Hemisphere) by Nancy 

Golden 

 Bloomin' Rainforests (Horrible Geography) by Anita Ganeri 

 100 Things You Should Know About Planet Earth by Peter 

D. Riley 

 National Geographic Our World: A Child's First Picture Atlas 

by National Geographic Society 

 Raging Rivers (Horrible Geography) by Anita Ganeri 

 Desperate Deserts (Horrible Geography) by Anita Ganeri 

 Odious Oceans (Horrible Geography) by Anita Ganeri 

 America Is... by Louise Borden and Stacey Schuett 

 

Websites 

 http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/preview.cgi?LPid=16256 

 http://www.kidsgeo.com/geography-games/ 

 http://pinterest.com/debchitwood/kids-geography-activities/ 

http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/preview.cgi?LPid=16256
http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/preview.cgi?LPid=16256
http://www.kidsgeo.com/geography-games/
http://pinterest.com/debchitwood/kids-geography-activities/
http://pinterest.com/debchitwood/kids-geography-activities/
http://www.notimeforflashcards.com/2012/04/20-earth-day-crafts-activities-for-kids.html
http://www.notimeforflashcards.com/2012/04/20-earth-day-crafts-activities-for-kids.html
http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/preview.cgi?LPid=16256
http://www.kidsgeo.com/geography-games/
http://pinterest.com/debchitwood/kids-geography-activities/
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environmenta

l concerns, 

and to 

actions taken 

to address 

them. 

 

 Identify the 

major cities 

in New 

Jersey, the 

United 

States, and 

major world 

regions, and 

explain how 

maps, globes, 

and 

demographic 

tools can be 

used to 

understand 

tangible and 

intangible 

cultural 

differences. 

technology to 

environmental 

concerns, and 

to actions 

taken to 

address them. 

 

6.1.4.B.10 

Identify the 

major cities in 

New Jersey, 

the United 

States, and 

major world 

regions, and 

explain how 

maps, globes, 

and 

demographic 

tools can be 

used to 

understand 

tangible and 

intangible 

cultural 

differences. 

Assessments 

 Scaffolded Questions 

 Workbook Pages 

 Small Group and Independent Map Activities and 

Performance 

 Unit Test 

 Written Response Assignments 

 http://www.notimeforflashcards.com/2012/04/20-earth-day-

crafts-activities-for-kids.html 

 BrainPop Jr. 

 

 

 
 

http://www.notimeforflashcards.com/2012/04/20-earth-day-crafts-activities-for-kids.html
http://www.notimeforflashcards.com/2012/04/20-earth-day-crafts-activities-for-kids.html
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In this curriculum document, the 21st Century Themes and Skills are integrated in the following 

units: 

 

Unit 1  

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century themes and skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21st Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Standard 9.1 21st Century Life Skills 

X Global Awareness  E Creativity and Innovation 

 Financial Literacy  T Critical Thinking and Problem 

Solving  

 Health Literacy  A Communication (Interpersonal and 

Media Fluency) 

X Civic Literacy  E Collaboration and Teamwork 

X Career Awareness/Exploration  E Accountability, Productivity and 

Ethics 

 

Unit 2 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century themes and skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21st Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Standard 9.1 21st Century Life Skills 

X Global Awareness  E Creativity and Innovation 

 Financial Literacy  T Critical Thinking and Problem 

Solving  

 Health Literacy  A Communication (Interpersonal and 

Media Fluency) 

X Civic Literacy  A Collaboration and Teamwork 

X Career Awareness/Exploration  T Accountability, Productivity and 

Ethics 

 

 



Unit 3 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century themes and skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21st Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Standard 9.1 21st Century Life Skills 

X Global Awareness  A Creativity and Innovation 

 Financial Literacy  T Critical Thinking and Problem 

Solving  

 Health Literacy  E Communication (Interpersonal and 

Media Fluency) 

X Civic Literacy  A Collaboration and Teamwork 

 Career Awareness/Exploration  E Accountability, Productivity and 

Ethics 

 

Unit 4 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century themes and skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21st Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Standard 9.1 21st Century Life Skills 

X Global Awareness  A Creativity and Innovation 

 Financial Literacy  T Critical Thinking and Problem 

Solving  

 Health Literacy  E Communication (Interpersonal and 

Media Fluency) 

X Civic Literacy  E Collaboration and Teamwork 

 Career Awareness/Exploration  E Accountability, Productivity and 

Ethics 
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